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It was well after dark when we arrived back in the thriving river
town of Assiut.

“We should tell someone that an American is in town so they can
demonstrate against you,” said Kees. “Here you have been to Fundy
Land and no one has been hostile to you.”

Kees was joking, of course. Still, I did find it surprising that so lit-
tle anger had been directed toward me this entire trip. Before leaving
the United States, I had been warned to expect hostility. Now I was at
the end of my voyage and nothing more unseemly than civil arguments
had taken place between me and the citizenry of Egypt. At one point I
dddnewmrcfa&sundifhcmmamfnrbomb-

ing Afghanistan. He politely pointed out that Afghanistan was two
dmundmﬂeﬁomiyptmd lworldawsfmdnndn. “Please tell
America that we are not Afghans,” he asked.

‘We drove down the esplanade next to the Nile and then turned
down a couple of dark streets until we were directly in front of the
Church of St. Mark.

There was nothing special about its architecture and nothing par-
ticularly ornate or attractive about its steeple. I had seen better on this
trip and 1 had certainly seen worse.

“Let me take a picture and then we can get back to al-Qussia,” |
said to Kees.

I rested my Nikon digital camera on top of the car and turned the
lens upward so it would capture the steeple from a low angle. Then |
pushed the button and removed my hand so the camera would not shift
while it took a time exposure.

I expected a photo of the white steeple against the dark sky. What
I got, though, was something quite different. The white steeple stood
in sharp contrast to the sky, all right, but the sky wasn't black. It wasas
though a crack in the heavens had developed and bright light was spilling
down like rain.

A crowd had gathered, as always happened when I took photos.
This time, WMﬁemmqnhm&m
began to swoon with reverence. ! -

'ﬂusﬁe!‘n!ﬂnnhpoqlcu&.ﬂ.dn)ﬁdhp
liceman. “It is very special to see it.” i1 digged:

-|MMMMW}W’ﬂAM*.
m hm qlsie
-uunw.:w declared Zahar, our Assiut press office

ety o the ofc of Bishop Nikhail wherehe tld s descon abou he
photograph. -

JEsus IN EGYrT 2

L b 5
St. Mark in Assiut. Such light,called visions of Mary” by the asthfl,
have been scen for many years by thousands of peopl.

‘coming down from the heavens over the

When 1 pointed out that it was only light and enveloped no human|
form, he shrugged. “It is the Virgin Mary.”

A dozen or so people viewed the photo that night. All swore that i
was the mystical light that had visited the Church of St. Mark so
times in the past.

“Congratulations,” said Kees. “You are the first Westerner to photo-|
graph the lights of St. Mark.”

It is a good day when you can complete the trail of Jesus in Egypt and|
capture an apparition of light on film. lvnnqdynolenhm’pu
that, but I would soon find out that I off that easily.
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' Emelia Edwards, One Thousand Miles up the Nile, chapter vi, : George Routledge and
Sons, Limited, 1891. p.106.
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v Emelia Edwards, ibid.

It states, 'But the view from the mountain above Sidt is finer than its tombs and more
ancient than its mummies. Seen from within the great doorway of the second grotto, it
looks like a framed picture. For the foreground, we hve a dazzling slope of limestone
débris ; in the middle distance, a wide plain clothed with the delicious tender green of
very young corn ; farther away yet, the cupolas and minarets of Si{t rising from the
midst of a belt of palm-groves ; beyond these again, the molten gold of the great river
glittering away, coil after coil, into the far distance ; and all along the horizon, the
everlasting boundary of the desert. Large pools of placid water left by the last
inundation lie here and there, like lakes amid the green. A group of brown men are
wading yonder with their nets. A funeral comes along the embanked road — the bier
carried at a rapid pace on men's shoulders, and covered with a red shawl ; the women
taking up handfuls of dust and scattering it upon their heads as they walk. We can see
the dust flying, and hear their shrill wail borne upon the breathless air. The cemetery
towards which they are going lies round to the left, at the foot of the mountain — a
wilderness of little white cupolas, with here and there a tree. Broad spaces of shade
sleep under the spreading sycamores by the road-side ; a hawk circles overhead ; and
Sidt, bathed in the splendour of the morning sun, looks as fairy-like as ever. . Lepsius is
reported to have said that the view from this hill-side was the finest in Egypt. ... The
tombs here, as in many other parts of Egypt, are said to have been largely appropriated
by early Christian anchorites during the reigns of the later Roman emperors ; and to
these recluses may perhaps be ascribed the legend that makes Lycopolis the abode

of Joseph and Mary during the years of their sojourn in Egypt.'
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Vil Otto F. A. Meinardus, Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian Deserts,chapter 12:
Upper Egyptian Monacticism, p. 181, Cairo, American University atCairo Press, first print
1961. The quotation taken from the third print of the revised edition,1999:

' Magrizi mentions that the Christians living there were learned in religion , expounding
the Coptic language. They possessed many monasteries outside the city (Udrunka), but
most of these have since been destroyed. Through the effort of Bishop* Mikhail of
Asyut, who at the same time serves as bishop of Dayr Abu Magar, the monastery has
been rebuilt to accomplish the large numbers of pilgrims who come between
7 and 22 August to commemorate the visit of the Holy Family to Asyut on
their flight to Egypt. The new church of the Holy Virgin was built in 1955. The former
church and the buildings constructed in the caves and used by the monks are still
visible. The site has been occupied by seven monks who were initiated into
monasticism by Anba Mikhail. The amin ad-dair is Abouna Ishja'ia al-magari."

See also, Otta F. A. Meinardus, Two Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity, American
University in Cairo Press, 1999, pp. 226-227: 'The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary at Dair
Durunka The village of Dair Durunka is situated about ten kilometers south of Asyut at
the foot of the mountain range that extends west of Asyut. The Church of the Holy
Virgin Mary is situated on a shelf of the cliff, facing to the west the large caves, which at
one time were inhabited by hermits and later by Christians escaping persecution. The
ruins of the cave village and the ancient cave Church of the Holy Virgin Mary are still
visible. During the annual mulid (August 7-22) in commemoration of the visit of the holy
family to Asyut, thousands of pilgrims inhabit the caves. According to a local oral
tradition, the holy family rested in one of the caves. On the slope, many new
buildings have been established for the accommodation of pilgrims. Numerous
apparitions of the Holy Virgin are reported to have occurred at the time of the annual
mulid.The episcopal residence of Bishop Michael is situated north of the church.'

See also, Otta F. A. Meinardus, Two Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity, American
University in Cairo Press, 1999, pp. 226-227: 'The Church of the Holy Virgin Mary at Dair
Durunka The village of Dair Durunka is situated about ten kilometers south of Asyut at
the foot of the mountain range that extends west of Asyut. The Church of the Holy
Virgin Mary is situated on a shelf of the cliff, facing to the west the large caves, which at
one time were inhabited by hermits and later by Christians escaping persecution. The
ruins of the cave village and the ancient cave Church of the Holy Virgin Mary are still
visible. During the annual mulid (August 7-22) in commemoration of the visit of the holy
family to Asyut, thousands of pilgrims inhabit the caves. According to a local oral
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tradition, the holy family rested in one of the caves. On the slope, many new
buildings have been established for the accommodation of pilgrims. Numerous

apparitions of the Holy Virgin are reported to have occurred at the time of the annual
mulid.The episcopal residence of Bishop Michael is situated north of the church.'
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XV The Works of Philo: Complete and Unabridged, translated by C. D. Yonge, B. A.,
London: G. Henry Bohn, vol. iv, On a Contemplative Life, pp.1-20. ]
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Jusebius, H|st Eccl. ii. 17: NPNF, series ii, vol. i, pp. 211-214, Sage Collections.
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'Philo most learned of the Jews seeing the first church at Alexandria still Jewish in a
degree, wrote a book on their manner of life as something creditable to his nation telling
how, as Luke says, the believers had all things in common at Jerusalem, so he recorded
that he saw was done at Alexandria, under the learned Mark':
Jerome, Lives of Illustrious Men, chapter 8, npnf, srs. Ii, vol. 3, Sage Digital Library
Collections, p.737.
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¥ 'The date of his birth and that of his death are alike uncertain; he speaks of himself
as an old man when the embassy to Rome took place; and the treatise in which he gives
an account of it was apparently written in the reign of Claudius, who succeeded Caligula
A.D. 41": The Works of Philo Judaeus, ibid, 1854, Preface, p. iii; also in the edition of
George Bell & sons, vol. |, 1890, Preface, p.iii.
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xxix 1peter also mentions this Mark in his first epistle, figuratively indicating Rome
underthe name of Babylon',
Jerome, Lives of Illustrious Men, chapter 8, ibid.
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*li Monachorum, op. cit.

xliii pev, Dr. Richard Challoner, Lives of Holy Fathers of the Eastern Desert, St. John of
Egypt.

v Dom. Cuthbert Butler, The Lausiac History — A Critical Discussion together with Notes
on Early Egyptian Monachism, parti, ch. 5, p. 22.

XV Cassian, Conferences, 24 - with Abbot Abraham, ch. 26.

xWi Cassian, Institutes, bk. iv, ch. 23.
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xWil Edward Gibbon, History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ch. xxvii.
Vil Sozomen, Ecclesiastical History, bk. vi, ch. 28.
XX palladius, op. cit., ch. xxxv, 11.

! Irene’e Hausherr, Aux Origines du la Mystique Syrienne.
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I Thid, b, 2; see also ibid, c, 6; also Jerome, ibid.


https://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2018/12/httpwww.html
http://www.mediafire.com/watch/52fgl22vzjkri9b/Jol-HG-testimony.wmv
http://www.mediafire.com/file/cer055rxy3lw2yn/jol_pics.zip/file
https://www.facebook.com/christopher.mark.5095/posts/10152665079404517
https://www.facebook.com/christopher.mark.5095/posts/10152665079404517
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/brief-chronology.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/brief-chronology.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com.eg/2015/12/chronology-well-scrutinized.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com.eg/2015/12/chronology-well-scrutinized.html
http://www.mediafire.com/view/uz39curkh1z3mio/e_JOL-Chronology-short16x26cm.rtf
http://www.mediafire.com/view/uz39curkh1z3mio/e_JOL-Chronology-short16x26cm.rtf
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/blog-post_4.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/blog-post_4.html
http://www.mediafire.com/view/v0s0wbmknn2et72/a_JOL-Chronology-tiny9x15cm.rtf
http://www.mediafire.com/view/v0s0wbmknn2et72/a_JOL-Chronology-tiny9x15cm.rtf
http://www.mediafire.com/view/o239n34ix1ca4m6/a_JOL-Chronology-short16x26cm.rtf
http://www.mediafire.com/view/o239n34ix1ca4m6/a_JOL-Chronology-short16x26cm.rtf
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/11/blog-post_30.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/11/blog-post_30.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/11/blog-post.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/11/blog-post.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/complete-resources-with-analytical.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/complete-resources-with-analytical.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com.eg/2015/12/blog-post_3.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com.eg/2015/12/blog-post_3.html
http://www.mediafire.com/file/69coqtfhtrl617v/e_JOL-monastic-heritage.rtf/file
http://www.mediafire.com/file/69coqtfhtrl617v/e_JOL-monastic-heritage.rtf/file
http://www.mediafire.com/file/4jpuq5gj25611vu/e_JOL_Monastic-Heritage.mp3/file
http://www.mediafire.com/file/4jpuq5gj25611vu/e_JOL_Monastic-Heritage.mp3/file
http://www.mediafire.com/file/15adma4pjxa7t88/e_JOL-Resources.rtf
http://www.mediafire.com/file/15adma4pjxa7t88/e_JOL-Resources.rtf
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/complete-resources-with-analytical.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/complete-resources-with-analytical.html

LT S Tolas] @swandl 048 EusS nixSJs . oosdumwgol] Lpize) Juol Vo 2ulae wilS Eowd ™
b}zdwnfimg'é'@un lpslen of 8, o ool a9 P e S35 (o lissy
aolSy U>gy Ul JIgdY groxi pey Lpiigleo adodl 8 ,ildl b UlS ..oscg wes Lol,=iwVI
o e lzgy UT JIgdY lpmsos Of (o) 5o .. SJg q.'éwl e aonioll jadas,d piaxgd
el 5V LCQJQ.;.D 050 (&2,b slas] ailion ASLS,) "asuae" Saxg Jlsg 1Ad Bgdg (0,5.08 Bgd
0o Y aiiS Lo i Euboyiily cosammnitis axiall S HlaeVl Gusing g8V i 85lels
Ol labld ol byl 138 Jgud yusg ol oo plel V loud 8,illl "o e sl aSSanll olls
byl 148 a2y csiily Lol angall bals Ul (sde @lolxol) gy M logS> 0lS (o oSl
lpdslxo 58 @ uiuill 39020 puas Lol wshat) (sess 8,0l S Lads «siosio woewlw
2] a2y ol b 3 ([l V] Lpslials plel a) 5,51 gollan b cllis) Jgid3les s90l)
9lgd (plel V s oo dngalo 83lo 13Sps Tuyd agay ool Tasly Llhw sl o) wswl
alSy slay] Wgs 1 s dosd 3lou Lakall 2l @bl sgcag 8wl el slasi) 1eiceg
ao,all slac] J=I (o bl aluda) 8a8Lis aiis and LLSUl o assl Lpid s Lpicol o
b O s awaoll 5SJy lid > ] @8lb e 2 %0 lpluassd JI> JS (sleg @il o ,ally
NeasS plel V piuS il dasuaell i wilss (i pl &S,

Sladl 1,35 > oo il s 08 Luys 55U oS Uy slisallS axyie oS5 o)
@bl &oudedly iz, Wl

V &uls iy b wazg 2ild belsg wlblyzd aal clasV diounioll 4.8l dxwanll oe bl
wsill @ossoll pUS (oo Again 8yl lpmay disel duins A>g) (sle Ly €55 oo plel
Lou Lo Jol 0S8 (li>gy LT &S 0lya> (sle logaleg slasVI Las adey sl Lig) pius
03 Lo 989 1)99 lpsxmns asbld Olaglss wyrol (sl ol wall po by Jid csals) alls
L Sl paz) pall csiSiwnd &yl 485,01 (98 logelay] s atranVl Guslll cuoliusiy
8yl USH Eap>9 05 o9 (Loglsi pe) yeoll (bl gyl @b loglos> (8 lgusi (o
sl azanll wgSs Ol asae sulei sde lghol U] lpmog gall &als (e ok oS dbguias
A9y EapaiSly aude GugiSall aadl ciasdl oS, Lz ool pacl o) sl (sde (lpiis
oo Olgiuy SSa 15586 0lS Sl) palb @BYI (o s>y aasll Ul ply Lapdgs @l 8sleb
go pi Loy 856W aalull Sed pass (silwl) 321 losdy (Ld 1,53 Jlxo V ClowV oiuais Jid
lobl, 13 ol 8jamall dxsnll oSS usgll
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/disclaimer.html



https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vFYz5rSo2kI/VtTPFYdcrZI/AAAAAAAAAI4/tKMyzixHBQE/s1600/1.jpg
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-7jPxGNKKjaU/VtTPWBv1WHI/AAAAAAAAAI8/tJoO0Gfk9OI/s1600/1-.jpg
http://www.mediafire.com/download/3vo9xw9vfm2l3j2/rejecting-magi.wmv
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/disclaimer.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/disclaimer.html
http://johnoflycopolis.blogspot.com/2015/12/disclaimer.html

20 golsioll (niSao dd3, 8 lpde shaimi U flbas] diliaol A S draol) 6,9.0)
(6,90l sdel bl 58 @lass 6,uanill lpiads Hiowmolll (sle Wl 63lcl ausgi!
padaill 5\ Unsd awouwl o) 8] alubs il 630y golgio] (sazeid bhaisl Lailg
o9 WLe ol ple ald of Jyloeis Jlawid] 58 2 U] sladl 2w, Wls

83920 58 OIS 830JLd (susVl Bal s ey B> sle lpiuS sl asuroall 859c9
LI 138 Tylaine Vol adusS sidl 3,0l Jasd &so,d shigdl s e oSt i o bd lpo,c
&8ghnioll @ols)l Ol Jyasdl (selsg "ogw Ol Bsgr U 1isd] b s>V "gamw sl lisg,
b lede 15g S35 oSJs MMS" 198 (Causo WeSs Of Jud &5 umedl) Isdanall lpabns dses "ssl"
9,20l e zuzall 3hill gog iSan Sy p) ladg .y oo cabauall sl IS (sle Sl
9) pail a>U] o laswl uallell Vg podladl 1e 815 (o 0pminuw Lo Loyt grozdl S
tuzo Jlasiwl USow 1ig) oSu pdd Bladl gwlgdl Zam gl Jlasiw W acild (JgVl o i
B,> 98 esblig pumo ow lpihi e V dalS Jlosiwl Caadgil J=dl csis pd .2 "lul" sl
Lo ol @iVl Juo) TSow Sy o) =l 1id (sus cosuisoll puais "wswil" oo Yoy "ol &sloVl
1is plol . iyl sl AL,V suiw bo £als 0 pasei) Ugluoww 195S5 € gommall (oo aighiaz
o @iy 99 a2l uzo 2w sl ai5 V diolo dxie 8o puall e Jilill &)yl gogl
o ©,895 3] SJs NMellasV lpeMul (3)lw adri> dp=lgo (59 iy Lumo lopss Juss as



http://www.mediafire.com/view/5e9mau4fejf01w2/a_cc_CopticLang_Phonetics.zip
http://www.mediafire.com/view/5e9mau4fejf01w2/a_cc_CopticLang_Phonetics.zip
http://www.mediafire.com/view/5e9mau4fejf01w2/a_cc_CopticLang_Phonetics.zip

doc o &>, Li auol>ain 9 Ladl il 85l 03pd (B9 )l BWis| s b 2 il dsyd
ap> sV &lgtnll Jrozs Lgs drazedidl (sisiwo (ale il Ul 1is o pal o5 imolgell
,8)l 65,6l aw,a)l glwdl Bgd Jgimwo I JalS (sle (318 o1 8,6] bd gl V 3 @iow,

S19 Azl &g (09 dxal Sall SUs (sle quall plsig pping ppbinnn of LLSU
Lol oo Y 01" (] @i ywsi @S el Eies Lpaldl o) siild @, 138 w)3gs

3" toMel Gleall (algiss 03,9 Ol (sde "oVl cisl " Juad oo 8,89 Jasdl [ ols X
o ali>, 8o WVl bolg sl (59 powVl wslo 99 lpide aigs Ul 18 " Jusliwo Lilg <l,isl
2.0501,0] pi o9 A (s LS Jadll duoaus oSel 289 &ro VI gious

il Otto F. A. Meinardus, Monks and Monasteries of the Egyptian Deserts, chapter 12:
Upper Egyptian Monactisims, p. 181, American University at Cairo Press, first print
1961.Quotation taken from the third print of the revised edition, 1999, 'Through the
effort of Bishop Mikhail of Asyut, who at the same time serves as bishop of Dayr
Abu Maqar, the monastery has been rebuilt to accomplish the large numbers of pilgrims
who come between 7 and 22 August to commemorate the visit of the Holy Family to
Asyut on their flight to Egypt. The new church of the Holy Virgin was built in 1955. The
former church and the buildings constructed in the caves and used by the monks are
still visible, The site has been occupied by seven monks who were initiated into
monasticism by Anba Mikhail. The amin ad-dair is Abouna Ishja'ia al-magari.'

See also The Coptic Church: Its Churches and Monasteries, Ancient and Modern.” Two
Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity, by Otto F. A. Meinardus, American University in
Cairo Press, 1999, pp. 226-227.

See also The Coptic Church: Its Churches and Monasteries, Ancient and Modern.” Two
Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity, by Otto F. A. Meinardus, American University in
Cairo Press, 1999, pp. 226-227.

v 'According to a local oral tradition, the holy family rested in one of the caves. On the
slope, many new buildings have been established for the accommodation of
pilgrims. Numerous apparitions of the Holy Virgin are reported to have occurred at the
time of the annual mulid.The episcopal residence of Bishop Michael is situated north of
the church.": Otto Meinardus, Two Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity, ibid, p. 227.
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'Numerous apparitions of the Holy Virgin are reported to have occurred at the
time of the annual mulid.The episcopal residence of Bishop Michael is situated north of
the church.’
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